e

AN

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST

QA-306

MAGI # 1803065127

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY

EINAME

HISTORIC
Site of Ogle Town

AND/OR COMMON
Lands End Farm

BElLocATION

STREET & NUMBER
Wilmer Point

CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Church Hill X__ VICINITY OF st
STATE COUNTY
Maryland Queen Anne's
E¥ CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENTUSE
_DISTRICT __PUBLIC X 0CCUPIED X _AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM
—BUILDING(S) X _PRIVATE —UNOCCUPIED —COMMERCIAL —.PARK
—STRUCTURE __BOTH —_WORK IN PROGRESS _EDUCATIONAL X PRIVATE RESIDENCE
X site PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE —ENTERTAINMENT __RELIGIOUS
—OBJECT —INPROCESS X YES: RESTRICTED —GOVERNMENT —_SCIENTIFIC
—BEING CONSIDERED —_YES: UNRESTRICTED —INDUSTRIAL —_TRANSPORTATION
__NO __MILITARY __OTHER:

«8 OWNER OF PROPERTY

NAME
Adrian P, Reed

S$TREET & NUMBER :

Telephone #:

Lands End Farm

CITY. TOWN ] STATE , Zip code
Centreville . VICINITY OF Marvland 21617
R LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Liber #: CHC 10
COURTHOUSE, 5 o
REGISTRY OF DEEDSETCQueen Anne's County Courthouse Folio #: 405
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I DESCRIPTION (k306

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED —UNALTERED ¥ _ORIGINAL SITE
-—-GOOD —RUINS M ALTERED —MOVED DATE
—FAIR X_UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The site of Ogle Town is believed to be on .
the south side of Chester River at the moﬁth of
South East Branch. A plat prepared in 1732 C1early.'
jdentifies both the river and South East Branch,
and the town is noted on several 18th century
maps, in particular on the Fry-Jefferson map of
1751. This point of land, now known as Wilmer
Point, was identified in 1732 as "Hawkin's Prize
House Point".

The town plat prepared in 1732 is composed
of a grid plan, with three principal streets
running parallel to Chester River and five more
streets of varying widths running back perpendicular
to the river. A copy of this plat is included
with this form. |

An examination of the shoreline and the
plowed fields at Lands End Farm revealed no
archeological evidence of an early 18th century
site. This examination was superficial in scope,
however, and should not discourage more rigorous
testing by a professional field crew. For a
discussion of historical and documentary evidence,

refer to section 8 of this form.
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PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

/;,MPREHISTORlC —ARCHEOLUOGY-PREHISTORIC —COMMUNITY PLANNING ~-LANDSCAPE AHCHITECTURE _RELIGION
400-1498 )iARCHEOLOGY-HiSTQRiC __CONSERVATION — LAW i ’ —SCIENCE
—-150G-1598 —AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE —SCULPTURE
—1600-169% K ARCHITECTURE “EGUCAT!ON —MILITARY —SCGCIAUVHUMANITARIAN
%.1700-1799 —ART ENGINEERING —MUSIC —THEATER
——1800-1828 X COMMERCE X EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY —_TRANSPORTATION
—1800- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER {SPECIFY)
——INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES 1732 ' BUILDER/ARCHITECY

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
Ogle Town was one of three towns established by

the Maryland General Assembly in 1732. Bridge Town,
on the Choptank River, survived to become the
present-day town of Greensboro,in what is now
Caroline County. Kings Town, on the Chester River
opposite Chestertown, served as a small trading
and business center for much of the 18th century,
only to fade away and then disappear under the
modern community of the same name., Ogle Town,
named for proprietary goverﬁor Samuel Ogle, was
located on the Chester River at the mouth of South
East Branch, While this town seems to have enjoyed
a period of prosperity, by the mid-18th century it
was in decline, and by the end of the century had
probably disappeared completely.

The act establishing Ogle Town was passed
July 11, 1732, It appointed commissioners and
empowered them to purchase land and to survey and

lay out lots. 1In order to retain title to lots,

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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(Editor’s note: Queen Anne'’s
County is full of hamlets with
rich-sounding, thought-provok-
ing names. Intercsting places.
Nice places to live. And visit.
In this serics, the color, history
and charm of such places will
revealed).

By DOROTHY LINDSTROM
Staff Writer

One of the most beautiful
sections of Queen Anne's
Courty may be witnessed by
driving along a winding
country road beginning at
Spaniards Neck and ending at
the mouth of Southeast Creek,
on Wilmer Neck.

The trail is named Lands
End Road, and is lined with
some of the oldest and bv liest
estates in the county, not to
mention acres of pine forests,
fields harboring Canadian
geese, and glimpses of the
majestic Chester River.

Most of the land is prohibited
to hunters, rendering the quiet

.countryside a gift of stillness

and tranquility perhaps unsur-

‘passed in the county.

Town is planned

Because of its beauty, it is no
wonder why the General
Assebly on August 8, 1732
passed an act to build a town
there, on the south side of the

" Chester River at the mouth of

what was then called South-
East Branch. Frederick
Emory records that the town
was to be laid out in lots on 60
acres of land The point of
land, now believed to be
Wilmer Point, was known at
that time as ‘“Hawkin’s Prize-
House Point.”’

The town was called “Ogle-
town-upon-Chester,’” apparent-

" ly in honor of Samuel Ogle,

proprietary governor of Mary-
land at that time. “Prize-
House Point,” in the vici ity of
what is now Lands End Farm,
received its name by virtue f
the fact that tobacco was

into hogshead in a
building called the “prize
house,” or “press house.” No
tresesof any such-building cas”
be found in the area, but it
aould appear pessible that
such a tobacco-pressing build-
ing was once located there.
Tobacco is still grown at
various farms in the county,
including ‘‘Readbourne,’’
which is located almg the
Chester River an Wilmer Neck.

Ogle and fobacce

Governor Ogle had some
trouble with. the tobacco
industry in colonial Maryland,
accarding to research dme by
Matthew Page Andrews in his
book Histery of Maryland,
Province and State, ‘published
in 1929, : x

During his first. term

. proprietary governor,
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LANDS END FARM—Located where Southeast Creek runs into the Ch .
est i
land on Wilmer Neck was an ideal location for the “‘ghost tov;n" of Ogleto;; R]:lvaer;etg l?o:t:itc::-:

of Queen Anne’s County once called ‘‘Hawkins Prize  House Point.” Th
by Mr. and Mrs. Adrian P. Reed. RO

ran from 1731 to 1742, Ogk had Trade, and the Lowness of its ings of “Certain Cuttersup of

to deal with ‘‘agitation i e o
connF‘?tion withg the 13101‘: T AR e RS TER
condition’ of the tobacco cords that Ogle put the Hame iench. Ogicis e mparihp

trade.” Considered the staple °7 the questionable proceed-
crop of Maryland, tobacco was

wta]‘ to the welfare of the :
province. :

Ogle cited the e:éporﬁng of ‘ C ? e
what he called ‘‘trashy’ ° o M 25 ‘

was briefly interrupted in I3

tobacco, from the province. -l i M -~ \ 6%
According to Andrews, the ' Y . ‘o N Gl g Fo 2N
tobacco market was ‘‘over- » YA i ;-
stocked,” with demands and : h e
prices hitting rock-bottom. s I S T
~ \ - -
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Blamed tobacco cutters T L~
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To relieve the situation, Ogle Sk B
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first called for a reduction of
tobacco acreage. And, in his
1731 inaugural address, he
announced that he was ‘hear-
tily concerned for the calami-
tous conditon the Country is in,
occasioned by the Decay of its

TRANQUILITY—Geese begin flight above -a ficld on W
- W
Neck, along the Chester River. In 1732, the General Aue‘{:h;

passed as act to bulld a town on 60
$his poncetil sebting, % lcrelolhndlnthev‘l.dn.ltyd

e ——




QA-306

QUEEN ANNE'S RECORD -OBSERVER
November 28, 1973 Page 1
!

paty ‘keepsake series’

irst ‘planned communities’
|

control by fifth Lord Balti- : Wi e, E‘&‘_‘it&‘:{?.;{f‘;'“é\

more,” he nevetheless was Ogletown also must have run .t::‘.?. Q.,},S’,A
’ reinstated as governor in 1747, into a dead end somewhere in AP A Sy

and served until 1752. Ogle was the minds of provincial Mary- TIS

?‘.:";3 ", not a resident of Queen Anne's land planners, because there is
‘sné 2% County, having established an no earthly sign anywhere o a
Ed—‘ ;3 estate, ‘“‘Belair’ in Prince townon Wilmer Neck. Probab

%

3 CFd
\gﬁ‘f ] ed ‘planned communities” Ogle-
K"“ﬁ w;: ;;?i},fnégzi d:r?l ax;c(z town may someday be joined
gi-, % which apparently diverted by Wye Island and Pioneer
I Governor Samuel Ogle from Point, two other . proposed
¥%°f.] his woes over the tobacco “Planned communities belﬂ'E
,“, industry. The war with Spain considered for Queen Anne’s

#3 may also have put an Oounty.

'3 § economic halt to the Ogletown Byt if you live out that way,
project, as the place is or even drive down Lands End
presently untracealle. Emory Road sometime, you may
LI mentions Ogletown in refer- nofice that the quiet, almost: :
‘ence to a land deed he ghostlike atmosphere of the
discovered, stating that in 1734, area is a perfect backdrop for
two years after the General the ghost town named after
\:i:j ) Assembly planned the 60-acre Samuel Ogle. Whatever hap-
E yuryg town, James Hollyday pur- pened to the plans for

.
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-
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George's County. ly one of Maryland's original

chased ““Macklinborough,”  Qgletown, it would seem that
“lying on the main road npeither the ducks or the geese
leading from Ogletown.”~  of the people at Wilmer Neck
appear disturbed that the

Dead End Road * whole idea reached a dead end.

What could have evaved into

It is reasonable to assume athriving Chester River port
that the “main road”’ this land 50 mare than the kind of land
deed refers to is Lands End myuch of Queen Anne’s County
Road. And what more approp- till has to offer—peaceful,

riate name for a road that runs quiet, and preserved.

————  dndliottemne B
LEAVE ME ALONE—This lone sow, eating corn in
field along the northern section of Lands End Road
standing on the spot designated by
. site of **Ogle-town-upon-Chester.”

an empty
» may be
the Genera! Assembly as the
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